Umpire Flags for Team Racing

Amended November 2011

The following two changes have been approved by ISAF for inclusion in Appendix D in the RRS 2013.  Team racing umpires may wish to use the new colours when they replace their existing flags.  While the colours are mandatory the colour division is not; nevertheless umpires should try and comply with these recommendations and avoid the same pattern or combination of shapes on the two flags.

No Penalty

A green and white flag is required.  It should be divided horizontally or vertically or both.  Three examples are shown.

The reason is partly that several competitors are red-green colour blind and partly because darker shades of plain green are easily mistaken for black or other dark colours.



Umpire Protest

A black and white flag is required.  It should be divided diagonally to avoid any possible confusion with the green and white flag, particularly if a dark green is used.  Two examples are shown.  A black skull-and-crossbones on a white background could also be considered appropriate.

The reason is that the plain black flag is often misunderstood because its current meaning in team racing is completely different to its meaning in all other disciplines of the sport.


